Felbwship Group Winter Study: Lesson 04 | Week of 2/19/17

PN Mount of Transfiguration
Text: Mark9:1-13

. Context: We’ve discussed the climax of Mark’s Gospel—Peter’s Confession
' / (Mark 8:27-33), and we’ve studied how Jesushasre-defined
FG L LDWI NG THE followership/discipleship(34-38). Nowwe come to the lasthalfofMark’s
SERVANT KING Gospel. The transitioninMark9:1 leads to a transformational e xperience
HOW JESUS" LIFE REDEFIMES SUR OWH for Pete r, James andJohn.

Read Mark 9:1

Most conservative commentaries believe this statement refers to one offive things: (1) Resumrection&
AscensionofJesus; (2) Pentecost; (3)Jerusalem’s destructionin AD 70; (4) Ma nifestation of the kingdom in the

church; or(5) the Transfiguration [Hint: Pick this one!]. Forourdiscussion, we’llgo withthe “some” as a
referenceto Peter,James andJohn (Mk 9:2a) and what they “see” on themount (Mark9:2b-8). This
statementis a bridge fromtheclimaxof Mark8:27-38 andJesus’ rebukeof Peter (although Peteris going to
getitwrongagain in 9:5-6); thediscipleshawe just heard about the path of self-denial and suffering with their
own cross. Now, the true gloryof Jesus will be revealed to them.

Read Mark 9:2-13

1) Jesus is transfigured and Peter, James and John are eyewitnesses. (Mark 9:2-4)
Whydo you thinkJesus tookonlythree and notthe entire twelve to the topof themountain? What’s the
significance of Elijahand Moses appearing? (Read Luke9:31 tosee what they talkedabout.)Howwould
you have reacted toJesus’ immediate change before yourveryeyes?

2) God speaks, “Listento Him!” [or this section could be titled: Peter Does it Again!] (Mark 95-8)
Whydoes Peterspeakwhen he’s afraid (re-readverses5-6 inreverseorder)? What's the significance of
God speakingatthismoment? Read 2 Peter 1:16-18 and see how thisimpacted Peter’s life.

3) Jesus teaches the Bible is true and will be fulfilled as written. (Mark 9:9-13)
Whydoes Jesusinstruct thethreeto nottellanyone? (Does this include theother 9?) Whydo thedisciples
“seize” uponthe “risingfrom the dead” statement, yetask about Elijah? How doesJesus teach the Bibleis
true and willbe fulfilled inthis passage?

BIGIDEA: Listento Jesus! It’s up to us to trust in Jesus alone. (Mark 9:7)
God says, “ThisisMybeloved Son, listen to Him!” Like the disciples, we can getdistracted andconfused and

notfocuson Jesus alone. It'supto usto trustintheperson, redeeming workand words of Jesus.
Whatdistracts you from listening and trusting in Jesus alone?

Read 2Peter1:16-21for more background on how this e xperience impactedPeter.Whilewe don't want
circumstancesorexperience to determine our trustinthe Word of God, they do impact us. How have your
experiences or circumstances shaped your trustin God’s Word and in Jesus?

Whatcan youdo thisweekto keepyourfocus onJesus?

Next Week’s Passage: Mark 9:14-29 (Help My Unbelief)
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